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to Irish Nationalism. It was an eternal dilemma; if quiet, H. R. not necessary; if turbulent, H. R. not safe.
He thought one effect of H. R. would be that Irishmen who had made money abroad would come home when things were settled, and would start industries. Spoke of priests, is sure the clergy, or the prelates at any rate, if not the priests, are beginning to intrigue against him; but has no fear of them. It is certain that if Parnell is at the helm, the task, however unpleasant, will be at any rate comparatively safe.
In the same connection he referred to what had passed at Hawarden on the subject of constabulary. He did not seem to object to the idea thrown out, as he said, by Mr. G., of the retention of R. I. C. by Governor-General for a period. But he let fall, as if speaking to the fire, the sinister observation, "Of course, if you once give us a legislative assembly, details like this of constabulary we can put to right after."
Curious example of his insouciance. Something was said of the Under Secretary at Dublin Castle. "By the way," he asked, "who is the Under Secretary? I forget." I recall other examples. Like his asking one of us at the Eighty Club Dinner, whether Spencer had been Viceroy more than once. So wisely does he have no atom in his mind that is not strictly relevant to the object of the hour. Nugae of personality don't count. I wish some other politicians of my acquaintance were more like him.
He observed that he thought the only way out of the difficulty arising from the retention of Irish members seemed to be a reduction of numbers to 30 or so. But I answered, "I thought you once said that Grattan's error lay in disbanding volunteers, and that you would never disband yours?"
"Yes," he answered, "we must not forget that Balfour may come back again. Still, if the country would accept reduction as helping to a solution, he would make no difficulty."
The Irish, he said, are not at all bad people to govern. "They have some prejudices, but if you don't wound them, they are as reasonable as any other nation." Thought Irelandme." He smiled all over his face, playing with his fork.
